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of them were without arms, and were left hanging about
doing nothing.

A few months ago, one word from the Emperor to
his people to show that he appreciated the situation
and meant to meet it would have
Czar now changed all this, and would have united
unpopular Russia in an enthusiastic effort to carry
through the War with every ounce of
energy that her people possessed, but to-day the
Emperor's position as Father of his people was
shaken to an extent that no Russian would have
thought possible. It was not so much that he was
disliked or unpopular, as that the people of Russia
had grown completely indifferent to the person of
their Emperor. It was typical of this feeling that
now it was quite a common thing for the peasants
to leave the churches when the prayers for the
Emperor were being uttered.

Unless something was done to remedy the present state
of things. Prince Lvoff feared that nothing could avert the
revolution that was threatening. Every day the position
grew more difficult, and every day the disorgani-
sation that wanted putting in order became more
pronounced, and the remedy, therefore, required to
be more drastically applied. Prince Lvoff himself
most earnestly hoped that it might be possible to
effect some change for the better, anyhow sufficient
to ensure a relatively decent administration during
the War, without a revolution ; but with every day
his hopes grew less, and though he did not say so,
he gave the impression of feeling that the presence
of the Allied Mission offered perhaps the last chance
of opening the Emperor's eyes before it was too late*
The only definite suggestion that Prince Lvoff made
as to the action that might be taken to this end by